Selective transfer of responding in conditional discriminations.
In each of three experiments rats received discrimination training in which whether or not a 10-sec target stimulus was followed by food was signalled by a 2-min background stimulus. In the first experiment the target was paired with food in the presence but not the absence of the background stimulus. Subsequent tests revealed that the background elevated responding to a target that had taken part in a similar discrimination. However, it had no influence on the responses elicited by a partially reinforced conditioned stimulus. In the remaining experiments the target was paired with food in the absence but not the presence of the background. Test trials then revealed that although the background had an inhibitory influence on the responses elicited by a target from a similar discrimination, it had no influence on the responses elicited by either a partially or a continuously reinforced conditioned stimulus. Various explanations for this selective influence of a background stimulus are considered.